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                                        Characteristics of Life                     



UNIT OBJECTIVES: At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

1. Analyze and discuss how human activity has and will affect Earth’s biodiversity.
2.  Investigate and determine how forest resources might be used, managed, and sustained globally and in the US.

3. Draw conclusions about the potential threat posed by tropical deforestation and develop a plan to help sustain tropical forests.

4. Develop a logical argument and plan to establish, design, protect, and manage terrestrial nature reserves.

5. Discuss why wilderness is important to preserve.

6. Propose a multi-step plan to help sustain earth’s terrestrial biodiversity.

7. Analyze and comment on how biologists estimate extinction rates, and determine how human activity affects these rates.

8. Evaluate whether humans should care about protecting wild species. 

9. Discuss activities that might put wildlife at risk of being endangered.

10. Evaluate ways in which humans might help prevent premature extinction and whether humans should be concerned with this problem.

11. Explain reconciliation ecology and describe how it might help prevent premature extinction of species.

REQUIRED ACTIVITIES:  You can achieve these objectives through the following required activities: 
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Read Miller Chapters 10-11 and complete critical thinking questions and all review questions for both chapters.
2.  Complete all web activities in the chapter 10 and 11
3. Complete the Lorax movie review questions

4. Read all case studies in text and answer relevant questions

5. Read the articles on the packet sheet and complete all questions

6. Create a brochure or poster on an exotic species and a brochure or poster on an endangered species.
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ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  Enrichment activities may be completed in addition to required activities in order to replace a low test/ quiz score or to make up for missed daily participation points for unexcused absences.  Enrichment activities may be turned in anytime up to the day of the unit test.   
1.  Find a newspaper or magazine article, summarize the article, and be prepared to share with the class (10 pts.)

2.  Create a PowerPoint presentation on chapter 10 or 11 material focus on just one aspect of the material. (50 pts).
3. Create a children book on the concepts learned in  Chapter 8, 9, 10, or 11 (50pts).  (See me for a rubric for book.)  

4. Any of the projects listed in the text in chapter 10 or 11 not already assigned. (25 pts.)
AGENDA

March 22: Activity: Watch the movie the Lorax and complete the video guide. Activity: Begin presentation on chapter 10 material Activity: Begin working on packet webquests. Homework:  Finish the Lorax viewing guide for class discussion on Wednesday. Begin working on review and critical thinking questions for ch. 10 -11.

March 24: Activity: continue presentation on chapter 10 material Activity: class discussion on the Lorax viewing guide questions. Activity: continue working on webquests. Homework: Read core case study page191 and continue working on packet assignments.
March 25: Activity: Discuss core case study Activity: working on webquest project and teacher / student conferences. Homework: Create endangered species and exotic species poster/brochure.
March 29: Activity: Class discussion on chapter 10 material and chapter case studies with presentation. Activity: finish work on chapter 10 packet material. Homework: bring in one of the “How would you vote” questions from the chapter with your answer to class on Wednesday.
March 31: Activity: Discuss core case study page 213. Activity: Class discussion on forestry article questions. Activity: continue presentation on chapter 11 material Activity: work on chapter 11 packet assignments 
April 1: Activity:Exam review Activity: finish chapter 11 packet work
April 5:Activity: Wrap up webquest and packet activities Activity: review for exam.
April 7: Activity: Exam over Chapter 10 and 11 material  Activity:  Begin chapter 12 packet assignments.
Text exam date (tentative) April 7th!
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