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                                        Characteristics of Life                     



UNIT OBJECTIVES: At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

1.  Identify reason why livestock plays a significant role in a civilization’s ability to

     become rich and powerful and explain how the domestication of animals help people? 

2.  Distinguish between the strategies of successful civilizations with those of civilizations that
      have collapsed.

3.  Compare the concepts from the Guns, Germs, and Steel video and the concepts from the 
     Tragedy of the Commons essay with what is going on in our societies today.

4.   Explain why the Europeans who settled the South African cape were so successful?  

5.  Analyze and discuss what one factor allowed Europeans to develop the forces necessary to 
     conquer vast portions of the world?

6. Make connections between the development of weaponry and the spread of disease and the 
    success of failure of societies.
7. Describe the major environmental effects of humans on the environment through history. 
8. Summarize underlying causes of environmental problems.  Describe a simple model of 
    relationships among population, resource use, technology, environmental degradation, and 
    pollutions.
REQUIRED ACTIVITIES:  You can achieve these objectives through the following required activities: 
1. Read [image: image1.png]


and discuss the Lessons from Past Societies by Jared Diamond.
2. Participate in the Tragedy of the Commons discussion and complete the discussion guide.
3. Watch Guns, Germs, and Steel, complete the video guide, and participate in class discussion.
4. Reading, analyzing, and discussing Environmental Essay literature
5. Summarize underlying causes of environmental problems.  Describe a simple model of relationships among population, resource use, technology, environmental degradation, and pollutions.

6. Complete the Ecological Footprint lab.
7. Construct the EcoLab and PxAxT=I projects.
[image: image11.wmf]ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  Enrichment activities may be completed in addition to required activities in order to replace a low test/ quiz score or to make up for missed daily participation points for unexcused absences.  Enrichment activities may be turned in anytime up to the day of the unit test.   
1.  Find a newspaper or magazine article, summarize the article, and be prepared to share with the class (10 pts.)

2. Write an essay on a personal observation of a tragedy of commons in your community (10 pts.)
3. Create a children book on the concepts learned in The Tragedy of the Commons and Guns, Germs, and Steel. (25pts).  (See me for a rubric for the research paper.)  

AGENDA

(Tues. Aug. 30):  Activity: Guns, Germs, and Steel video with viewing guide
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(Thurs.. Sept.1): Activity: Guns, Germs, and Steel video with viewing guide.

Homework: review video guide.
(Fri Sept.2): Activity: Class discussion over Diamond video and begin reading Tragedy of the Commons essay.  Homework: Read the Tragedy of the Commons essay and answer questions from essay. (Due Sept. 7). 
(Tues. Sept. 6): Activity: Guns, Germs, and Steel part 3 with viewing guide.  Activity: Discuss the video and the Tragedy of the Commons essay.  Activity: continue working on the comparative essay.  Homework: Finish comparative essay (Due Sept. 9) 
(Thurs. Sept.8:) Activity: Reading circle activity with essay on Collapse of Past Societies article  Activity: Discussion of the  Easter Island essay,  Tragedy of the Commons, and Guns, Germs, and Steel video.  Activity: Explanation of research project and first lab.
Homework: Read and review all handouts and questions from the discussion, this will be on the test! Assigned: P x A x T = I research project Assigned: EcoLab (materials due by Sept. 14)
 .
[image: image3.wmf](Fri. Sept 9): Activity:   Tragedy of the Commons Lab
Homework: Read Cartoon Guide to the Environment article and answer questions (Due 9/20)
(Tues. Sept 13):  Activity:Discussion of Cartoon Guide article and questions. Activity: Work in groups to read, analyze, and answer questions from articles in 3 different perspectives. Homework: Finish questions from the three articles.
(Thurs. Sept. 15). Activity: Watch video excerpts from the video “The Human Footprint”.  Activity: Calculate personal carbon footprint. Homework:  Write a brief journal entry discussing how you feel about your carbon footprint and ways in which you plan to reduce your footprint.
(Fri. Sept. 16). Activity: AP test prep and exam 1 review. 

(Tues. Sept. 20).  Exam 1.
Exam over Unit 1 material tentative date is Sept.20 .
You are responsible for all of the material covered and discussed for this unit plan and the exam which will be comprised solely of this material.  All assignments are due by the day of the exam with the exception of the science fair proposal. 
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