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                                        Characteristics of Life                     



UNIT OBJECTIVES: At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

1.  List and describe three levels of biodiversity
2.  Explain the four ways in which biodiversity is important to ecosystems and humans.
3.  Analyze the potential value of a single species
4.  Differentiate between endangered and threatened species
5.  Discuss several ways that species are being threatened with extinction globally
6.  Explain which types of threats are having the largest impact on biodiversity
7. List areas of the world that have high levels of biodiversity and many threats to species
8. Compare the biodiversity of the US with that of other areas of the world.

9. Discuss types of efforts to save individual species and explain the advantages of protecting entire ecosystems rather than individual species

10. Describe the main provisions of the Endangered Species Act

11. Analyze controversial issues surrounding efforts to protect endangered species
REQUIRED ACTIVITIES:  You can achieve these objectives through the following required activities: 
1. Read Holt chapter 10 and complete all assigned text homework                                                                                             [image: image1.png]



2.  Read Case study and answer critical thinking question page 267
3.  Editorial assignment on opinion as to whether the extinction of species is as critical an environmental problem as pollution. Include your vision of the future of Earth if the problems are not addressed. 


4. Write an essay that explains whether or not people should be concerned about the loss of biodiversity. Give examples of how biodiversity benefits both humans and the biosphere.

5.  Complete video reflection questions
6.  Reply in all discussion board and blog posts
7.   Complete the Chapter 10 exam
[image: image11.wmf]ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  Enrichment activities may be completed in addition to required activities in order to replace a low test/ quiz score or to make up for missed daily participation points for unexcused absences.  Enrichment activities may be turned in anytime up to the day of the unit test.   
1.  Find an article in the newspaper of magazine related to biodiversity and species loss and summarize it using a RAPS form. (10pts)
2.  Choose an endangered species, research the species (details about the species, its reproductive strategy, habitat, etc), and discuss what is causing the species to become endangered (50pts)
AGENDA

Mon/[image: image3.wmf]Tues.March 22/23: Activity Finish population control debate Activity: Begin presentation

 on Biodiversity. Homework: Chapter 10 section 1 questions 1-4, section 2 

questions 1-5,(Due 3/ 24(25)) section 3 question 1-4. (Due 4/7(8))
Wed/Thurs. March 24/25:    Activity: Continue presentation and discussion of biodiversity. Activity: Begin working on editorial assignment on opinion as to whether the extinction of species is as critical an environmental problem as pollution. Include your vision of the future of Earth if the problems are not addressed. Homework: Complete the editorial (Due 3/31(4/1))
 
Fri.March 26 : No School ~Parent Teacher conference


Mon/Tues.March 29/30 : Activity: Finish presentation of Biodiversity. Activity: Begin essay that explains whether or not people should be concerned about the loss of biodiversity. Give examples of how biodiversity benefits both humans and the biosphere. (Due 4/5(6)).
[image: image2.wmf]Wed/Thurs.March 31/April 1:  Activity: Video “SOS Planet” with video questions and class discussion. Begin video on “Planet in Peril” with video questions and class discussion.
Fri. April 2: No School  ~  Study for test review. Complete questions 1-23 pages 277-278. Due 4/7(8).
Mon/Tues April 5/6: Activity: Finish video on “Planet in Peril” with video questions and class discussion. Be Prepared to discuss the videos. Review for exam.

Wed. Thurs. April 7/8: Activity: Chapter 10 Exam!
Make sure to take notes and pay attention to the videos, you will be graded on your responses to the questions for the videos. This would 

not be a good time to miss class.
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