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UNIT OBJECTIVES: At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

1. Analyze the interdependence of living organisms and the abiotic environment in an ecosystem. 
2. Understand the process by which energy is lost in food chains and the limitations this loss places on trophic levels.
3. Compare food webs with food chains and predict the outcome of removing one organism from the system.
4. Describe how nutrients and materials cycle through ecosystems
5.  Explain how energy flows through ecosystems.
6.  Differentiate between types of symbiotic and evolutionary relationships in an ecosystem.
7. How does human activity affect ecosystems?

8. Analyze the various relationships and interactions between species and the environment.

9.Distinguish between competition/niche, and predation/prey, and symbiotic relationships.

REQUIRED ACTIVITIES:  You can achieve these objectives through the following required activities: 
1. Read Holt chapter 16 and 17 and complete all assigned section reviews                        [image: image1.wmf]
2. Complete field trip assignment (due Sept. 25)
3.  Write a reflective paragraph based on readings from “A Silent Spring” (Due Sept.30)
4.  Write a descriptive paragraph on coevolution. (Due Oct. 2)
5.  Create a new organism; design its ecosystem, habitat, and niche, as well as describing its place in the food chain. (Due Oct. 5)
6.  Chapter 16 and Chapter 17 outlines.
[image: image5.wmf]ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  Enrichment activities may be completed in addition to required activities in order to replace a low test/ quiz score or to make up for missed daily participation points for unexcused absences.  Enrichment activities may be turned in anytime up to the day of the unit test.   
1. Create a Poster board representation of one of the material cycles (10pts.)

2. Research and create a presentation of an endangered species that is affected by habitat destruction in the last 50 years. ( 25pts) 
AGENDA

Mon/Tues. Sept 21/22:  Activity: Mini Field Trip!

Homework: Chapter 16 Section Review 1-5 and finish field trip assignment. (Due 9/25)
Wed/Thurs. Sept.23/24: Activity: Presentation and discussion of energy levels, succession and food webs.  Making an energy pyramid foldable.

Homework: Chapter 16 Section 2 review 1-5  (Due 9/25)
Fri.Sept 25 : Activity: Group activity – creating food chains and food webs!!!
Homework: Section 3 review1-3, 1-7 page 356, 1-5 page 357 (Due 9/30)
Mon/Tues. Sept. 28/29 : Activity: Readings from “A Silent Spring” by Rachael Carson and discussion of biomagnifications. Activity 2:  Presentation of Chapter 17

Homework: Outline Chapter 17 answer section 1 questions 1-3. (Due 10/5)    
[image: image2.wmf]Wed/Thurs.Sept 30/Oct 1: Activity: Continue presentation and discussion of Chapter 17. Homework:  Chapter 17 section 2 1-5 (Due 10/5)
Fri. Oct 2: Activity: Think pair share on material cycling. Activity 2: Begin creating new organism project. (Due 10/5).   
***All Students will bring in a 2 liter bottle for an ecology lab next week.  Bottles must be rinsed and brought in by 10/7.***

Your next big test will be the week of Oct. 5 so stay on top of the work and ask a lot of questions!!
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