Novice CX

Plan of Attack!
You want to make sure you understand the following topics before you attend your first tournament:

· A. The Basics of Debate.  

· What are the Stock Issues? 

· What are the time limits/the order of the speeches? 

· How do you flow?  

· What is this year’s resolution?  

· Who decides who wins?  

· Who do we debate against?  

· What does the affirmative have to do to win?  

· What does the negative have to do to win?

· B. Winning on the Affirmative.  

· What does the affirmative case say?  

· What are the harms?  

· How does it solve?  

· What happens in cross examination?  

· How do we answer negative attacks?  

· What do we do in rebuttals?

· C. Winning on the Negative. 

· What are disadvantages?  

· What are the parts of a disadvantage?  

· How can we attack the case? 

· How do we extend our arguments?  

· How do we beat the affirmative’s answers?  

· What do we do in cross examination?

You will also need:

· A partner 

· Affirmative and Negative Evidence (copied by your teachers/coaches)

· Paper (to take notes on)

· Pen

Knowledge is power.  The more information you have, the more likely you are to get a trophy.  Attending more meetings, getting more evidence, and practicing will help you defeat the opposition.   But if you can answer the questions listed above, you are ready for tournament competition!!

A BASIC PRIMER

· What are the Stock Issues ? 

Stock Issues
A set of points that the affirmative must win in order to win the debate.


Disadvantages

The drawbacks to adopting the plan


Solvency

Will the affirmative plan solve the problem?



Harms/Significance
Is there a serious problem now?


Inherency

Is the current system unable to handle the problem?


Topicality

Does the affirmative’s plan fall within the resolution, is it “on topic.”

· What are the time limits/the order of the speeches? 

Speech




Time
General Purpose


First Affirmative Constructive (1AC)
8
Present aff. case (harms, inherency, plan, solvency)


Cross-examination by Second Negative
3
Ask questions, clarify affirmative’s arguments

First Negative Constructive (1NC)

8
Present negative off-case and attack affirmative case

Cross-examination by First Affirmative
3
Ask questions, clarify negative’s arguments

Second Affirmative Constructive (2AC)
8
Attack neg. off-case arguments, rebuild aff. case


Cross-examination by First Negative
3
Ask questions, clarify affirmative’s arguments

*Second Negative Constructive (2NC)
8
Respond to some 2AC arguments, rebuild neg. arguments

Cross-examination by Second Affirmative
3
Ask questions, clarify negative’s arguments

*First Negative Rebuttal (1NR)

5
Respond to rest of 2AC arguments, rebuild neg. arguments

First Affirmative Rebuttal
(1AR)

5
Rebuild affirmative arguments, respond to both 2NC and 1NR

Second Negative Rebuttal
(2NR)

5
Explain why the negative team should win

Second Affirmative Rebuttal (2AR)

5
Explain why the affirmative team should win

Preparation (per team for the whole round)
5
Talk with partner, find evidence, write arguments, etc.

*these two speeches, 2NC and 1NR, are called the “negative block” and are treated as one long speech (with a cross-ex in between).  The negative speakers should divide the important issues in the debate between them so that they each handle separate arguments rather than having the 1NR merely repeat the same ones the 2NC made.
· What is this year’s resolution?  

This year’s resolution is: Resolved: The United States federal government should substantially increase its transportation infrastructure investment in the United States.

