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                                        Characteristics of Life                     



UNIT OBJECTIVES: At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

1. Apply understanding of scientific process to solve problems with given scenarios in scientific experiments and design experiments from given problems. 
2. Describe how scientists use the scientific method to answer questions or solve problems
3. Identify cause and effect relationships on populations rates.
4.  Analyze and explain causal factors for regulating population rates.
5.  Describe the five major species interactions and explain how they might evolve.
6. Evaluate the impact of human activity on population rates and species interactions. 
REQUIRED ACTIVITIES:  You can achieve these objectives through the following required activities: 
1. Read Holt chapter 8 and 9, outline, and complete all assigned review questions                                                                                             [image: image1.png]



2. Evaluate and discuss a reading from Kenneth Boulding “The economics of Spaceship Earth.

3.  The student will write a reflective paragraph discussing the parallel between economics and population ecology.

4.  The student will complete an evaluation essay on a political cartoon on the environment.
5.  Complete a human population WebQuest.
6. Thailand case study critical thinking questions.7.    
[image: image11.wmf]ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  Enrichment activities may be completed in addition to required activities in order to replace a low test/ quiz score or to make up for missed daily participation points for unexcused absences.  Enrichment activities may be turned in anytime up to the day of the unit test.   
1. Create a children’s book about the various aspects of population ecology and focus on the effect human population growth has on other populations. (25 pts. See me for rubric)
2.  Select a journal or magazine article that discusses the current population problems and write a critique using the RAPS form from your lexicon. (10 pts.)
AGENDA

Mon[image: image3.wmf]/Tues. Feb.8/9: Activity: Presentation on Chapter 8 with class discussion.
Homework: Questions 2-6 page 216 (Due Feb. 19)
Wed/Thurs Feb.10/11: Activity: Presentation on Chapter 8 with class discussion. Activity: Begin reading “The Economics of the SpaceShip Earth”.  Homework: Finish reading assignment and answer the content questions at the end of the article. (Due Feb. 12)
Fri. Feb. 12: Activity: Class discussion of the Spaceship Earth reading.  Homework: questions 1-5 page 223, questions 9-20 pages225-226, questions 1-12 pages 228-229. (Due Feb. 19).
Mon. Feb. 15:      ~  No School ---President’s Day! 
Tues.Feb. 16 :
Activity: presentations of Chapter 8 and 9 with class discussion.  Activity: WebQuest activity on human population dynamics.
[image: image2.wmf]Wed/Thurs.Feb.17/18:  Activity: finish presentation of Chapter 8 begin Chapter 9 material. Activity: WebQuest activity on human population dynamics.  Homework: Begin outlining chapter 9 and answer questions 1-6 page 240. (Due Feb. 22).
Fri.Feb. 19 :  Activity: Homework clinic and concept exploration. Homework: complete questions 1-5 page 247, questions 9-26 page 250 and 1-12 pages 252-253 (Due Feb. 22).
Mon/Tues. Feb. 22/23: Activity: Review activity for exam.

Wed./Thurs. Feb. 24/25: Activity: Exam over Chapters 8&9.


Fri. Feb. 26: Activity: Video clip on Anasazi with reflection questions.
Your next exam is on Feb. 24/25 over chapters 8 and 9.  Keep up with your homework assignments and remember that I will be staying after school on Monday and Tuesday evenings for homework help.
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