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                                        Characteristics of Life                     



UNIT OBJECTIVES: At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

1.   Distinguish between biotic and abiotic factors and discuss how organisms are interdependent on these factors.
2.  Describe how a population differs from a species and how habitats are important for organisms.
3.  Explain the process of evolution by natural selection and explain the concept of adaptation.
4.  Analyze the process of evolution of species against chemical agents
5.  Describe the way scientists name and classify organisms and list the six kingdoms in which organisms are classified.
6.  Analyze and evaluate the importance of various organisms (bacteria, fungi, protists, etc) in maintaining healthy ecosystems.
7.  Explain how matter and energy moves through ecosystems

8.  Discuss interaction between producers and consumers and explain the transfer of energy through ecosystems.
9.  Explain the processes of ecological succession.
REQUIRED ACTIVITIES:  You can achieve these objectives through the following required activities: 
1. Read Holt chapters 4 and 5 and complete all assigned questions                                                                                                [image: image1.png]



2. Complete all reflective writing assignments
3. Case Study “Darwin’s Finches” Read and answer critical thinking question.
4. Case Study “DDT in an Aquatic Food Chain” answer critical thinking questions 1&2
5. Case Study “Communities Maintained by Fire” answer critical thinking questions 1&2.
6. Create 5 quiz questions to prepare for a review game.  

7. Complete a study grid for biomes from the MBG  website.
[image: image11.wmf]ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  Enrichment activities may be completed in addition to required activities in order to replace a low test/ quiz score or to make up for missed daily participation points for unexcused absences.  Enrichment activities may be turned in anytime up to the day of the unit test.   
1.  Find an article in a newspaper or popular science magazine and complete a RAPS assignment. (10 pts)

2. Create a diorama of the nutrient cycles with appropriate labels (20 pts)
AGENDA

Mon/[image: image3.wmf] Tues Nov. 16/17. Activity: Presentation on test taking strategies
Activity: Presentation of Chapter 4

Homework: Section 1 questions 1-4 and 6, section 2 questions 1-6, and critical thinking question from case study on page105. (Due Nov. 20)
Wed/ Thurs.Nov. 18/19:   Activity: Modeling natural selection. Activity: Presentation of Chapter 4

Homework: Section 3 questions 1,2, 4 and 5. Chapter review questions 1-21, 23,24, 26. (Due Nov. 20)
Fri.Nov.20 : Activity: Homework clinic and concept exploration.
Homework: Reflective paragraph: Relate the concept of evolution by means of natural selection to the development of antibiotic resistance in tuberculosis. (Due Nov. 25) 
Mon./ Tues. Nov. 23/24: Activity:  Finish presentation of chapter 4 and begin chapter 5
Homework: Case study questions page 129, section 1 questions 1-4, section 2 questions 1-4 (Due Nov 30)
[image: image2.wmf]Wed Nov 25:. Activity: :  Symbiotic relationship video activity

Activity:  Class discussion
Homework: case study questions page 139, section 3 questions 2 – 6, chapter review question 1-26 pages 143 and 144. Create 5 quiz questions for review on Monday (Due Nov. 30/31)
Thurs/Fri Nov. 26/27:  No School ~ Enjoy your break!  When we get back we will be crazy busy!!!!       
Your next test will be on Dec. 16th over chapters 4, 5 and 6!!
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