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                                        Characteristics of Life                     



UNIT OBJECTIVES: At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

1.  What three major human cultural changes have taken place since humans arrived?
2.   Identify reason why livestock plays a significant role in a civilization’s ability to

        become rich and powerful and explain how the domestication of animals help people? 

3.  Distinguish between the strategies of successful civilizations with those of civilizations that have collapsed.

4.  Compare the concepts from the Guns, Germs, and Steel video and the concepts from the Tragedy of the Commons essay with what is going on in our societies today.

5.   Explain why the Europeans who settled the South African cape were so successful?  

6.  Analyze and discuss what one factor allowed Europeans to develop the forces necessary to conquer vast portions of the world?
7. Make connections between the development of weaponry and the spread of disease and the success of failure of societies.
8. Explain Earth’s geologic and atmospheric composition and how nutrients move through ecosystems.
REQUIRED ACTIVITIES:  You can achieve these objectives through the following required activities: 
1. Read [image: image1.png]


The Tragedy of the Commons essay and answer review questions
2. Watch the Guns, Germs, and Steel video and answer all questions on the video guide.
3.  Complete all assigned reflective paragraphs.
4. Full participation in all discussions.

5. Read and complete all assigned homework from the Holt textbook

6. Participate in the Everglades case study.

7. Participate in the mini-ecolab assignment
[image: image11.wmf]ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  Enrichment activities may be completed in addition to required activities in order to replace a low test/ quiz score or to make up for missed daily participation points for unexcused absences.  Enrichment activities may be turned in anytime up to the day of the unit test.   
1.  Research and create a presentation on a civilization that was thriving and has since collapsed (25 pts.)
2. Read and create a presentation on Jared Diamonds essay “Lessons from Environmental Collapse of Past Societies”.

AGENDA

Mon.[image: image3.wmf]/Tues.Oct. 5/6: Activity: Test review
Homework: Study for the exam
 
Wed/Thurs.Oct. 7/8 : Activity:  exam 2
Homework:  Correct answers for exam 1 and provide explanation of correct answers.
Fri.Oct. 9: Activity: Think pair share on malaria and small pox.
Homework:  Outline Chapter 3
Mon/Tues.Oct. 12/13:
 Activity: Presentation of decision making models
Activity: Everglades case study
Homework: Answer Chapter 2 section 3 review questions.
[image: image2.wmf]Wed/Thurs.Oct. 14/15:   Activity: Chapter 3 presentation and discussion
Homework:  Chapter 3 section 1 and 2 review questions.
Fri.Oct.16 : Activity: Lab –  building ecosystems
Activity: homework lab.
The next exam will be Oct. 21/22.  The test will be over decision making models and the material from Chapter 3.
****All students are expected to bring in a 2 liter bottle to create a mini ecosystem.  The bottle must be rinsed and brought in by October 16th. ****
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